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A top quality educational system, I believe, is a continuous, creative enterprise lured forward by ideals such as truth, beauty, unity in diversity, and world peace; guided by a cutting-edge paradigm that views reality not so much as various compositions of matter but as a never-ending process of becoming; that draws upon current thought and research in the fields of theology, philosophy, and science; and is based on proven theories of human development and learning, curriculum, teaching, administration, school-community relations, and assessment and feedback, and on the results of praxis, both those gleaned from data analysis and reflection. It is a system that prepares learners–children and adults--for present opportunities and future challenges throughout the life cycle and beyond. That is, it begins preparing young adults who desire to become married for marriage even before they are married and married couples who want to have children even before their first child is conceived; it enables students to be successful both in their schooling and later at their jobs; it guides adults through the developmental opportunities, tasks, and challenges of early, middle, and late adulthood; and it prepares everyone at all ages for life after life—for the eternal journey of the soul—a journey everyone takes equipped only with the values and virtues that have been forged through experiences on this earthly plane.

     A top-quality educational system is one that helps learners to become effective and competent in caring for the natural environment and their bodies and with technology, time, and money; with social relations and their relationship with their own self; with their memory, ideas, goals, and feelings; with their relationship with their Creator and their own spirit or soul. It teaches children to dream of and build a new, global society based on international interdependence and harmony; a society that stands against all forces that polarize humankind along racial, religious, national, social class, or political lines. And above all, such a top-quality education would teach learners to become not just life-long learners but, rather, life-long teachers of themselves, knowing how to diagnose their own needs; to self-prescribe a learning experience with a book, a mentor, a journey, or an online course; to monitor and assess their progress; and to make any necessary adjustments along the way.

     No one individual can build such a top-quality educational system, but, together, as a community of learners here at CNG and elsewhere—teachers, parents, students, experts, and others—I believe, a fine beginning has been made and that each generation will carry forward this ever-advancing enterprise called education.
